
Youth Citizen Police Academy comes to Santa Rosa. Free! For high school students in Santa 
Rosa, ages 16 to 18. Deadline to apply is September 7.  From 9/16 through 10/21. Click here for 
more information. 

 

Youth Citizen Police Academy 

 

Nationally, citizens have a strong interest in the role of police officers in their communities.  
Television media capitalizes on this interest by featuring news stories about police 
“militarization,” use of force incidents, and “abuse of power” stories.  Television has also 
produced reality shows like “Cops,” “Alaska State Troopers,” and “Sheriffs of El Dorado 
County.”  Most of these shows give the community a one-sided or inaccurate view of daily law 
enforcement operations.  Citizen police academies help to open an honest line of communication 
between the community and police departments.  Citizen police academies also dispel the myths 
frequently perpetuated by reality shows and news broadcasts. 

 

The goal of the Youth Citizen Police Academy (YCPA) is to give the youth of Santa Rosa an 
opportunity to learn about the policies, practices and procedures of the Santa Rosa Police 
Department.  The YCPA would enhance the relationship and communication between the youth 
in the community and the Santa Rosa Police Department.  The SRPD YCPA would offer youth a 
different perspective than what is discussed on most news outlets and social media websites.  
Attendees would be able to go back into the community and talk with their peers about the 
information they have learned during the YCPA.   

 

The Youth Citizen Police Academy (YCPA) is a free program that will consist of approximately 
25-30 students who would be selected primarily from six Santa Rosa high schools: Elsie Allen, 
Piner High, Montgomery, Santa Rosa, Maria Carrillo and Roseland University Prep.  Students 
who attend other high schools, but live in the city of Santa Rosa, would also qualify to attend the 
YCPA.  Attendees would be between the ages of 16-18 years old, currently attending a Santa 
Rosa high school, or live in the city of Santa Rosa and attend high school classes (home 
schooled, charter schools, or high schools), and have no felony, or certain misdemeanor criminal 
convictions. Potential attendees would apply by completing an online or paper application.  The 
applicant would have to pass a basic background, demonstrate good moral character and have a 
grade point average of at least 2.0.   

 

The YCPA will consist of six Wednesday sessions and two Saturday Sessions.  The six 
Wednesday session will be from 5:30PM – 8:00PM (2.5 hours in duration).  They would consist 
of presentations by field service representatives (patrol, school resource officers, field evidence 
technicians, etc.), support bureau representatives (dispatch, records, VIPS, etc.), and special 



services representatives (investigations, hiring/background, etc.).  At the beginning of every 
week, there will be a facilitated discussion about recent events, with a focus on local incidents.  
The sixth Wednesday session would be a graduation ceremony at Santa Rosa City Hall.   

 

The two Saturday sessions will be from 9:30AM – 2:30PM.  One of the Saturday sessions will be 
a use of force day.  There will be demonstrations on hostage negotiation, SWAT, protest/riot 
situations, K-9 demonstration, and students will be run through use of force scenarios.   The 
second Saturday session would focus on traffic and DUI investigations.  Students would be 
instructed on the California Vehicle Code, DUI investigations and checkpoints.  The goal is to 
educate teenage drivers about the dangers of drinking and driving, and distracted driving through 
a hands on training method.  Food will be provided for students.  Participants learn about: 

• Criminal Justice System  
• Patrol Policies and Procedures  
• Criminal Investigations  
• Narcotics Operations  
• Firearms Safety and Training  
• Defensive Tactics  
• Hostage Negotiation Team  
• Emergency Vehicle Operations  
• Neighborhood Oriented Policing  
• Crime Prevention 

Participants will also have an opportunity to experience a ride-along and sit-along with SRPD 
Officers and Dispatchers.  It is desired that upon completion of the Citizen Police Academy, 
participants will have a clearer understanding of the duties, responsibilities, and community 
interaction expected from department personnel and will share their knowledge with others in the 
community.  

Applications are available at:  

http://ci.santa-rosa.ca.us/departments/police/aboutus/Pages/Citizen'sPoliceAcademy.aspx 

For questions or information about the Youth Academy, please contact Tricia Mason at (707) 
543-3676 or Detective Christopher Mahurin at (707) 543-4046. 

 


